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2013: A YEAR IN REVIEW 

The Vallejo Police Department accomplished many great things in 2013, which is not surprising 

as the organization is filled with talented, dedicated employees who care deeply about the 

safety and well-being of Vallejo.  Below we have listed some of the many accomplishments of 

the organization.  These only scratch the surface and are some of the projects that are 

exceptional because they are complex and infrequent.  Our proudest accomplishments can be 

found in the day in and day out operation of the Vallejo Police Department and our partnership 

with the community.  

These accomplishments show an agency on the move, responsive to the needs of the 

community we serve and prepared to move forward in every way. Our goal is excellence and 

we are prepared to continue to work hard and tirelessly to reach our goals. 

With an eye toward the future, we look to strengthen the organization of today while 

developing the leaders of tomorrow. Above that, we work to provide the men and women of 

the Vallejo Police Department all of the tools and training necessary to provide superb service 

to the City of Vallejo and partner with those who share these goals.    

 

  

  



3 
 

Uniform Crime Code Statistics 

 

 

 
2009 2010 % +/- 2011 % +/- 2012 % +/- 2013 % +/- 

Homicide 10 17 70% + 19 12% + 20 5% + 28 40% + 

Rape 42 59 40% + 53 10% - 44 17% - 30 32% - 

Robbery 439 458 4% + 435 5% - 380 13% - 424 12% + 

Agg. Assault 509 288 43% - 397 38% + 440 11% + 540 23% + 

Burglary 2358 2249 5% - 2468 10% + 2688 9% + 2972 11% + 

Larceny 1854 1675 10% - 1716 2% + 1681 2% - 1553 8% - 

10851 1270 1178 7% - 1060 10% - 1475 39% + 1217 18% - 

Arson 48 35 27% - 46 31% + 65 41% + 54 17% - 

TOTALS 6530 5959 9.4% - 6194 3.9% + 6793 9.7% + 6818 0.4% + 

          

          Net Change from 2009 to 2013: 
       Homicide 180% + 

        Rape 29% - 
        Robbery 3% - 
        Agg. Assault 6% + 
        

Burglary 26% + 
 

 
 

      Larceny 16% - 
        10851 4% - 
        Arson 13% + 
        

TOTAL 4.4% + 
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C.S.S. Headquarters at 2 Florida Street 

 

Community Service Section 

In an effort to create a mechanism to communicate and interact with the public on a daily basis, 

and to help address important quality of life issues, the Vallejo Police Department created the 

Community Service Section (CSS) in 2013.  

The unit is comprised of 3 civilian employees who receive direction and support from sworn 

staff.  One of the main goals of the unit in 2013 has been to reestablish Neighborhood Watch 

groups throughout Vallejo, and they have been incredibly successful to date.    

CSS attends weekly Neighborhood Watch meetings.  An important component to these 

meetings is the opportunity to bring officers and employees from various disciplines to meet 

with the citizens, to talk about what they do, and to answer questions.  Communications 

Operators and Officers are regular participants in the meetings. 

CSS members work hand in hand with City of Vallejo Code Enforcement Division, as well as 

ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ Neighborhood Law Program (NLP) to address and 

eradicate distressed, abandoned and squatter occupied properties in Vallejo.   

C.S.S. looks forward to its first Open House on Saturday March 29, 2014.  
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Solano County Gun Buyback 

On March 9, 2013, the Vallejo Police Department sponsored a gun buyback event designed to 

get dangerous and unwanted firearms off of the streets of Vallejo. Working in collaboration 

with the other law enforcement agencies within Solano County as well as United States 

Congressman Mike Thompson, the event resulted in the recovery of 344 weapons which 

included 113 handguns, 67 shotguns, 163 rifles, and a rocket launcher.  

   

L-R Recovered weapons, Cpl. Stanley Eng and Sheriff staff 

Operation Goodwill 

In an effort to combat violent crime and quality of life crimes, the Vallejo Police Department 

created a multi- agency task force comprised of peace officers and detectives from VPD, the 

{ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ¢ŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ 

Patrol. The operation was in effect for over one month and was wildly successful.  The team of 

12 officers made a total of 187 arrests, took 7 illegal weapons off of the streets, issued 80 

citations, towed 86 vehicles, and made a total of 631 total field contacts.  

  



6 
 

Citizens Academy Class # 15 

On Saturday, October 19, 2013, The Vallejo Police Departments Citizens Academy Class #15 

completed their last day of training. Twenty-four Vallejo citizens successfully completed the ten 

week course which included instruction in the following areas of our department: 

¶ Community Based Policing Concepts, 

¶ Criminal Law 

¶ Traffic and DUI Enforcement Laws  

¶ Narcotic and Criminal Enterprise  

¶ Gang Violence AND Community Awareness 

¶ Evidence procedures 

¶  Communications 

¶ Professional Standards and Internal Affairs 

¶ SWAT/HNT, K9 and Emergency Vehicle Operation demonstrations. 
 

The last day of instruction proved to be the most enjoyable for the entire class who were able 

to witness a very spirited K9 demonstration with Officers Mark Thompson and his K9 partner 

Yago performing a mock suspect apprehension, and Officer Waylon Boyce and his K9 partner 

Joery performing a mock foot pursuit of a fleeing suspect.  

Officers Thompson and Boyce were able to demonstrate the specialized skills of each K9 to 

include obedience drills which were incredibly impressive and proved just how competent each 

Handler and K9 are while working together.  

The students were also taken to the Benicia Range where there was a SWAT and weapon 

demonstration which included live fire drills, to include flash bang and smoke demonstrations. 

Lieutenant John Whitney, Corporals Ted Postolaki and Rich Botello were gracious enough to 

spend time with each student and demonstrate how certain types of tactical equipment is used, 

and how unique our weaponry is especially when dealing with very complicated scenarios.    

Each of the students were ŀƭǎƻ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ άahYέ 

police pursuit and able to experience the adrenalines rush of a pursuit without all the hazards 

which are normally part of an actual pursuit.  

EVOC driving instructors Sgt. Steve Cheatham and Officer Joe McCarthy took each student on 

the ride of their life as each person was smiling from ear to ear. The day concluded with a 

fantastic barbecue and certificate presentation to each of the graduating students. It is our 

hope that these Citizen graduates will consider joining the ranks of our volunteer program and 

perhaps continue on and become Citizens on Patrol.  
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Any citizen, Vallejo resident interested in becoming a volunteer is required to complete the 

Citizens Academy which has proven to be a very rewarding experience not only for the Citizen 

Student, but those Officers who have stepped forward to teach blocks of instruction.  

      

Citizens Academy #15                  Officer Waylon Boyce and K9 Joery 

   

Officer Mark Thompson and K9 Yago                 EVOC Instructor Joe McCarthy 

                     

ESU Commander Lt. John Whitney                                                 EVOC Instructor Steve Cheatham 
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Volunteers 

The selection of a Volunteer Coordinator, Bill Donovan was critically important in 

professionalizing the Volunteer program with a renewed emphasis on compliance with 

organizational goals and objectives. 

The volunteer coordinator has been asked to complete the following critical tasks: 

ω Organize all training files 

ω Organize and inventory all equipment to ensure accountability 

ω 5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜ ǿƘƻ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻƴ tŀǘǊƻƭέ ƻǊ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ   

 more active leadership role. 

ω Organize POST approved external training for all police department volunteers and 

 /htΩŜǊǎ 

ω 5ŜŦƛƴŜ ǊƻƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ /htΩŜǊǎ  

ω Citizen Academy #15 

                   

      Lt. DeJesus awards Tony Dominici 5 year service pin                              Jennie Angulo, Denise Sobiek, Gregg Pokladowski  

        

    

In September 2013, our very dedicated volunteers and Citizens on Patrol were able to 

participate in several POST approved external training segments. our largest group of Citizens 

on Patrol & Volunteers, (13) traveled to Lodi, Ca for the annual LEVOC (Law Enforcement 

Volunteers of California) conference.  
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Our valued volunteers met with others representing 47 different agencies throughout California 

which allowed us to network with other agencies and gain valuable insight on how other 

Volunteer programs work.  

 ά¢ƻǇ ¢Ŝƴέ ƭƛǎǘ ƛƴ ά5ŀǾƛŘ [ŜǘǘŜǊƳŀƴέ ǎǘȅƭŜ ǿƘȅ ƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΥ 

10 - Physical and Mental Activity 

 9 - Saves Resources 

 8 - Gain Professional Experience 

 7 - Associate with People with Similar Interest 

 6 - Promotes personal growth and Self-Esteem 

 5 - Strengthens community 

 4 - Learn a lot about yourself & hidden talents 

 3 - Get to give back 

 2 - Civic Responsibility 

 1 - Make a difference 

The participants left to right: Ann Fennessy, Gerald Seegmiller, Marci 
Seegmiller, Pete McGiffert, Lisa Greene, Denise Sobiek, Laura Donovan, Brian Scarlett, Marian Swanson, Larry Hammond, 

Owen Johnson, Steve Swanson, and Tony Domenici. 

                   

 

 



10 
 

2013 Chaplain Program 

The following improvements were made related to the 2013 Chaplain program: 

¶ Established Chaplain phone line and voice mail program (707) 648-4379. 

¶ Establish a Chaplain email system 

¶ Issuance of VPD Chaplain business cards with email and phone number 

¶ Coordination between Peer Support and Chaplain program 

¶ Established a uniform code which would be enforced and supplied all necessary uniform 
related equipment to ensure compliance  

¶ Supplied Chaplain with newer car and updated VPD logo 

¶ Initiated a Chaplain call-out protocol related to all critical incidents 

¶ Department sanctioned  2013 Chaplain Training which is POST approved  
 

The Vallejo Police Chaplains are highly motivated toward taking a more active role not only 

within the department, but also within the community. Lead Chaplain Mike Brown has 

aspirations of developing a Police Department sponsored community based Chaplain program 

which will support outreach projects throughout the community.  

Lieutenant Sid DeJesus, who is the Chaplain coordinator, believes that the Chaplains play a 

critical role in the everyday lives of police officers and department personnel, and are a great 

compliment to the VPD Peer Support team. 

 

The Chaplains from left to right are: Chaplain James Ware- Pastor, Chaplain Al Marks- Pastor, Chaplain Charles Brown-Pastor, 
Chaplain Rene Mitchell- Pastor, Chaplain Dr. A.C. Ubalde-Reverend, Chaplain Mike Brown-Pastor  Lieutenant Sid DeJesus, 
Program Coordinator, Chaplain Doug Northrip-Pastor, Chaplain Carloyn Millard, Reverend, Chaplain Bryan E. Harris- Pastor, 
Chaplain Raymond Shih- Pastor 
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National Night Out 

On August 6, 2013, Captain James hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ [ŜŜ IƻǊǘƻƴΣ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ {ƛŘ 5ŜWŜǎǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

host of other uniformed personnel, participated in National Night Out. There were 

approximately 20 neighborhood groups which hosted block parties and were very successful in 

gathering together and getting to know one another in addition to those of us who had the 

pleasure of attending these functions. All of the block Captains were very spirited and involved 

in the process of bringing everyone together. It was a tremendous success and having the 

opportunity to meet all of these great Vallejo residents inspired all of us to continue fighting the 

good fight. Here are some photos of this great event. 

                      

Captain Horton and Lt DeJesus with Friends from the community 
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Prescription Drug Drop Off Program 

We partnered with the Drug Enforcement Agency and Vallejo Recycling Coordinator Derek 

Crutchfield to participate in two prescription drug take back events in 2013, with more  

anticipated in 2014.  In those events, Officer Jared Jaccs spearheaded our efforts and we 

accepted hundreds of pounds of prescription drugs.  In addition, the department installed a 

new prescription drug drop off bin in the lobby for citizens to drop off unwanted prescription 

drugs whenever the lobby is open. 

 

VPD Explorer Zach Horton and Off. Jared Jaksch and VPD Drug Drop Off Locker 

 

  

 

Figure 1VPD Drug Drop Off Locker 
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Community Outreach 

In an effort to meet and discuss community issues with the residents of Vallejo, we worked 

hand in hand with the United States Department of Justice Community Outreach and held a 

number of open meetings.  These were held in multiple neighborhoods, as we have learned 

that each neighborhood has distinctly different concerns and issues.  The key for us was to 

meet them in their neighborhoods and to listen to their concerns with open ears with an eye 

for making the relationships better, and the lines of communication clearer.  

In October of 2013 We sent two Vallejo officers who joined forces with two Vallejo Fire 

tŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ Iƛƭƭǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǳǇƻƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ Ƴȅ IŜǊƻ ŀƴŘ 

5ƻƴǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ IŜǊƻ 5ŀȅέ ¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ 

the kids.   

 

Off. Dan Acfalle, Off. John Ehman, Vallejo Fire Dept. 

 

  



14 
 

On Thursday, November 28, 2013, Acting Communications Manager Elisia Ricciardi, Dispatch 

Supervisor Kelly Newman, Dispatch Trainer Kristen Jackson, and third grade Highland 

Elementary School Teacher, Michelle Hawthorne volunteered at the Vallejo Elks Lodge by 

serving approximately 100 Senior Citizens Thanksgiving Day Dinners with members of Vallejo 

Together.  Their participation was very much appreciated by all those in attendance and each 

should be commended for representing Vallejo in such a rewarding way.                 

 

                             

Thanksgiving Dinner served by VPD Communications Section 

 

                    

Elisia Ricciardi, Kelly Newman, Michelle Hawthorne, Kristen Jackson 

 

 

Open House 

On August 17, 2013, the Vallejo Police Department hosted their first ever Open House.  During 

this event, citizens were able to come to the Department to get a tour, meet with Officers and 

Command Staff, and watch K-9 demonstrations.  The Police Cadets and Explorers sold food for 

fundraisers for their program and children were also fingerprinted.  Guests were able to explore 
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Police vehicles, including all SWAT and armored vehicles.  Children were also given bicycle 

helmets and were able to ride cone course with Bike Patrol Officers.  In 2014, this new annual 

event is scheduled for September 6. 

 

Open House Future Officer Recruitment Complete 

 

 

 

Chief Kreins  

 


